Elon Musk Turns Texas Into His Own Kingdom:
SpaceX Launch Site Becomes ‘Starbase’; Just a Power
Grab?
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In a remarkable turn of events, Elon Musk’s vision for a new frontier on Earth
has been realized—Starbase, a company town in South Texas, has been
officially recognized. The area, which serves as the launch site for SpaceX'’s
ambitious space exploration program, was voted into cityhood over the
weekend, with overwhelming support from the local population. The vote was
an easy victory, with 212 in favor and just six opposed, marking a decisive shift

in the region’s identity.

Musk, ever the provocateur, took to his social media platform X to celebrate
the achievement, proclaiming, “Starbase is now a real city!” The newly minted
town now officially encompasses SpaceX's massive operations, a key site for
the company’s efforts to return astronauts to the moon and potentially set the

stage for future missions to Mars.

Located near the Texas-Mexico border, Starbase is just 1.5 square miles,
sparsely populated by SpaceX employees and a handful of modest homes and

trailers. This small-town transformation of a high-tech rocket launching site
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has brought Musk’s vision of a space-faring future down to Earth—but not

without controversy.

SpaceX has played a significant role in the local economy, with the company
providing jobs and driving investments to the area. Many local officials have
praised the economic benefits that the company has brought to the region.
However, the move to create a “company town” has also raised concerns.
Critics worry that Musk’s control over the town could extend too far, especially
as it gives him the authority to close off local beaches and parks for SpaceX

launches.

Read Also: Congress Targets “Elon Musk in Explosive Investigation”:

Drugs, Espionage, and Billions in Contracts
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Indeed, Musk’s push for Starbase has been accompanied by other legislative
efforts aimed at shifting local control. One of the key changes would transfer
authority over public spaces like Boca Chica Beach, which has been a popular
destination for locals, to the new town’s mayor and city council. SpaceX has

argued that streamlining these processes will improve operations, making it



easier to conduct rocket tests, launches, and other high-stakes activities

without the delays caused by local government oversight.

But this expansion of Musk’s power hasn't been well received by everyone.
Environmental groups and local residents, especially those who have
longstanding ties to the area, are pushing back. The South Texas
Environmental Justice Network held a demonstration in opposition to the city
vote, highlighting concerns over access to public spaces like Boca Chica Beach.
For many, this beach is not just a recreational spot—it’s a cultural and familial
legacy. Josette Hinojosa, a local mother, expressed her frustration, saying,
“Some days the beach is closed, and other days you get turned away. It's not

right.”

Musk’s influence in the region now extends beyond just the rocket launches
themselves. His push to convert the area into an official city is an attempt to
solidify SpaceX's dominance in the region, centralizing control over key
resources and public spaces that were once managed by the county. Critics
argue that this consolidation of power could result in SpaceX exercising
unchecked authority over the land, potentially sidelining local residents who

depend on those public spaces for recreation and tourism.



On the flip side, proponents of the move argue that SpaceX's presence in the
area is crucial for the growth and development of the local economy. As the
launch site continues to expand with more frequent missions—SpaceX is
seeking approval to increase the number of launches from five to 25 per year
—the need for a more streamlined administrative structure has become
apparent. The company also claims that by organizing the area as a city, it will
be able to better serve its growing workforce by providing utilities, schools,

and medical care to its employees and their families.

Read Also: Elon Musk Once Claimed He's Alexander the Great Reborn:

New Book Reveals
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Nevertheless, critics remain skeptical of Musk’s intentions. Local leaders, such

as Cameron County Judge Eddie Trevino Jr,, have argued that the county is
perfectly capable of handling the logistics of public land use without handing

over full control to SpaceX. Trevino's concerns are shared by residents and



activists who fear that Musk’s dream of a private city could erode the public’s

access to the beach and other shared spaces.

The creation of Starbase could signal the beginning of a new chapter for
SpaceX and the future of space exploration. However, the implications of this
transformation are far from settled. As SpaceX continues its expansion, the
question remains: Is the creation of Starbase truly a leap forward for
humanity’s journey into space, or is it a high-stakes power play that could strip

away public resources in the name of profit?

In the coming years, the people of Starbase and the broader community will
undoubtedly find themselves grappling with the consequences of this
decision. Will Musk’s vision for a company town inspire a new era of progress,
or will it lead to the further privatization of public spaces, controlled by a

billionaire with a seemingly insatiable thirst for control?

The answers may be written in the stars—but the fight for the future of this
small Texas town is unfolding on Earth, and it promises to be anything but a

quiet one.
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In a remarkable turn of events, Elon Musk’s vision for a new frontier on Earth has been realized—Starbase, a company town in South Texas, has been officially recognized. The area, which serves as the launch site for SpaceX’s ambitious space exploration program, was voted into cityhood over the weekend, with overwhelming support from the local population. The vote was an easy victory, with 212 in favor and just six opposed, marking a decisive shift in the region’s identity.

Musk, ever the provocateur, took to his social media platform X to celebrate the achievement, proclaiming, “Starbase is now a real city!” The newly minted town now officially encompasses SpaceX’s massive operations, a key site for the company’s efforts to return astronauts to the moon and potentially set the stage for future missions to Mars.

Located near the Texas-Mexico border, Starbase is just 1.5 square miles, sparsely populated by SpaceX employees and a handful of modest homes and trailers. This small-town transformation of a high-tech rocket launching site has brought Musk’s vision of a space-faring future down to Earth—but not without controversy.

SpaceX has played a significant role in the local economy, with the company providing jobs and driving investments to the area. Many local officials have praised the economic benefits that the company has brought to the region. However, the move to create a “company town” has also raised concerns. Critics worry that Musk’s control over the town could extend too far, especially as it gives him the authority to close off local beaches and parks for SpaceX launches.

Read Also: Congress Targets “Elon Musk in Explosive Investigation”: Drugs, Espionage, and Billions in Contracts



Indeed, Musk’s push for Starbase has been accompanied by other legislative efforts aimed at shifting local control. One of the key changes would transfer authority over public spaces like Boca Chica Beach, which has been a popular destination for locals, to the new town’s mayor and city council. SpaceX has argued that streamlining these processes will improve operations, making it easier to conduct rocket tests, launches, and other high-stakes activities without the delays caused by local government oversight.

But this expansion of Musk’s power hasn’t been well received by everyone. Environmental groups and local residents, especially those who have longstanding ties to the area, are pushing back. The South Texas Environmental Justice Network held a demonstration in opposition to the city vote, highlighting concerns over access to public spaces like Boca Chica Beach. For many, this beach is not just a recreational spot—it’s a cultural and familial legacy. Josette Hinojosa, a local mother, expressed her frustration, saying, “Some days the beach is closed, and other days you get turned away. It’s not right.”

Musk’s influence in the region now extends beyond just the rocket launches themselves. His push to convert the area into an official city is an attempt to solidify SpaceX’s dominance in the region, centralizing control over key resources and public spaces that were once managed by the county. Critics argue that this consolidation of power could result in SpaceX exercising unchecked authority over the land, potentially sidelining local residents who depend on those public spaces for recreation and tourism.

On the flip side, proponents of the move argue that SpaceX’s presence in the area is crucial for the growth and development of the local economy. As the launch site continues to expand with more frequent missions—SpaceX is seeking approval to increase the number of launches from five to 25 per year—the need for a more streamlined administrative structure has become apparent. The company also claims that by organizing the area as a city, it will be able to better serve its growing workforce by providing utilities, schools, and medical care to its employees and their families.

Read Also: Elon Musk Once Claimed He’s Alexander the Great Reborn: New Book Reveals



Nevertheless, critics remain skeptical of Musk’s intentions. Local leaders, such as Cameron County Judge Eddie Trevino Jr., have argued that the county is perfectly capable of handling the logistics of public land use without handing over full control to SpaceX. Trevino’s concerns are shared by residents and activists who fear that Musk’s dream of a private city could erode the public’s access to the beach and other shared spaces.

The creation of Starbase could signal the beginning of a new chapter for SpaceX and the future of space exploration. However, the implications of this transformation are far from settled. As SpaceX continues its expansion, the question remains: Is the creation of Starbase truly a leap forward for humanity’s journey into space, or is it a high-stakes power play that could strip away public resources in the name of profit?

In the coming years, the people of Starbase and the broader community will undoubtedly find themselves grappling with the consequences of this decision. Will Musk’s vision for a company town inspire a new era of progress, or will it lead to the further privatization of public spaces, controlled by a billionaire with a seemingly insatiable thirst for control?

The answers may be written in the stars—but the fight for the future of this small Texas town is unfolding on Earth, and it promises to be anything but a quiet one.
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